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WORKING TO FEED THE WORLD

isn’t enough arable land and fresh water.

The Challenge

Factor in the unpredictability of climate

Enjoying the comfort of a middle class

change, and the challenge is daunting.

lifestyle, it is important to remember that

Hearing the Call

people both at home and around the world
do not have enough to eat. The U.N. Report
on Food Insecurity states that 1 in 8 people
worldwide are undernourished. That most
simple of human needs—food—is in short
supply, and the challenge is increasing.
Population growth, longer life spans,
and rising living standards around the
world all contribute to the use of Earth’s
precious resources faster than they can
be replenished. The U.N. estimates that
by the year 2050, we will need to increase
agricultural output by 70%, but there just

Danforth Center scientists are helping to
unlock drought- and pest-resistance and
other improvements in important food
crops. At the Institute for International
Crop Improvement (IICI), researchers are
closing in on a new disease-resistant variety
of cassava and focusing on improving
varieties of sorghum, millet, and other
grains. These plants are vital to the health
and success of people in sub-Saharan
Africa. By applying leading-edge CRISPRCas gene-editing technology to these
orphan crops, Danforth Center scientists
African woman selling cassava roots at market.
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are helping African smallholder farmers not
just to survive, but to thrive—and to do so
sustainably.
The Danforth Center’s IICI was established
in 2012 through a gift of the James S.
McDonnell Foundation and works in
partnership with research and regulatory
bodies around the world. The work of the
IICI is supported by your generous annual
giving, which helps fund early stage projects,
equipment, facilities, and education.

NEW FACE: In April of this year, the Danforth
Center welcomed Donald MacKenzie,
Ph.D., as the new executive director of
the IICI. Don is an international expert in
regulatory systems for agriculture and joins
the Danforth Center after three years as a
regulatory affairs and stewardship leader on
the Golden Rice Project.

SUPPORTERS INTO THE FUTURE:
JANET & JIM KNIGHT

Janet & Jim Knight,
Legacy Society
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“Well, as with most married couples,
it’s really all about my wife,” says
Jim Knight, laughing, when asked
how he first became involved
with the Danforth Center. Jim’s
wife Janet had a close friend at
college: Elizabeth “Ibby” Gray, who
later married William H. Danforth.
When the Donald Danforth Plant
Science Center was founded in
1998, the Knights were among Dr.
Danforth’s early adopters. “We’re
great admirers of Bill,” says Janet.
“He can be very persuasive without
ever asking,” Jim adds, again with a
chuckle.

The Knights credit the “vision
and values” as reasons why they
have supported the Center for 20
years. “When you learn people
aren’t fed properly, you just have
to do something,” says Jim. “The
Danforth Center’s cassava project
really matters.”
Jim and Janet have made a planned
gift and are members of the
Danforth Center’s Legacy Society
because, in Jim’s words, “Janet
and I feel the Danforth Center’s
mission needs to be supported into
the future beyond our lifetimes.”
Through their support, the Knights
are helping to fund early-stage
projects, training, and technology
that have the potential to help feed
the world.

“We all
care about
improving the
state of our
environment
for our children
and about
having an
abundant
and safe
food supply.
Plant science
research plays
a fundamental
role in creating
the solutions.”
DONALD MACKENZIE,
Executive Director
of the IICI

ANNUAL GIVING APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
On Tuesday, May 15, 2018, Dr. James Carrington, president
of the Danforth Center, and Dr. William H. Danforth, chairman
emeritus, welcomed nearly 50 supporters to the first-ever
Annual Giving Appreciation Luncheon. Attendees have
supported the Danforth Center through annual giving for
ten years or more.

Plan your gift to the
Danforth Center and
become a member of the
Legacy Society. Call Joyce
Pluhar, 314.587.1071.
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Ken Bower, Clayton Financial
Steve Daiker, Bryan Cave

USE YOUR IRA FOR GOOD
Rollover your IRA to
support the Danforth
Center and potentially
save on your taxes. To
discuss your gift to plant
science, sustainability,
and a stronger St. Louis,
call 314.587.1071.
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Matt Perlow, Husch Blackwell
Bud Strong, Husch Blackwell

www.danforthcenter.org

